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Mr. Venkatappaya wrote to me only the other day fearing that
the Government would not go on with Mr. Reddy's prosecution
because he was a most influential leader in his district. He was
afraid because the dropping of the prosecution might have damped
the rising enthusiasm of the people. The Government have,
however, dispelled Mr. Venkatappaya's fears, and Mr. Reddy's
imprisonment seems to have galvanized Nellore into activity it has
never seen before.
ONLY "Six MONTHS' SIMPLE" FOR THE PRESIDENT
If Begum Abul Kalam Azad and the Maulana himself com-
plain about the inadequacy of the sentence pronounced upon the
Maulana Saheb, what must be the feeling of the President1 of the
Congress and his devoted partner on having heard that he to-
gether with Mr. Sasmal was to have only 6 months' simple
imprisonment ? Why on earth the trial should have been dragged
and judgment postponed if such an untheatrical sentence was to
be pronounced, only the Government can tell. The gossip that
was sent to me along the rails was that the Government were
seeking a suitable opportunity for discharging both the Maulana
and the Deshbandhu. The latest gossip which is supposed to be
authentic, I dare not disclose. Nor is it of importance for the
reader to know. We must take, not even excluding the President,
our lot as it comes to us. I am receiving biting letters from corres-
pondents accusing me of simplicity, of hard-heartedness, of faint-
heartedness and all such kindred weaknesses. Some correspon-
dents tell me that I have sold the cause of the prisoners. Others
tell me I have thrown all my non-co-operation views to the winds
and I have been faithless to the President of the Congress. For-
tunately, many years of service have given me a fairly tough hide
and these shafts do not pierce it, but I do assure all these impatient
critics that not a particle of the principle of non-co-operation has
been surrendered by the resolutions. On the contrary, refusal to
suspend mass civil disobedience in the face of grave warning from
Nature would have meant a complete surrender of the fundamental
principle of non-co-operation. The discharge of prisoners I pur-
posely brought to the surface when it became a point of national
honour, because with the change of issue from the immediate
attainment of the triple goal to the immediate attainment of the
three-fold freedom the demand for the discharge of prisoners be-
came a natural consequence. But Chauri Chaura has raised
1 G. R, Das, the President-elect